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Introduction

Oral communication reflects the persistent and powerful role of language and
communication in human society. Oral communication includes the abilities to speak and listen
effectively for the purposes of informing, persuading, and/or relating [1]. Strong oral
communication skills contribute significantly to academic success, fostering active participation in
class discussions, clear presentation delivery, and insightful analysis of written materials. Beyond
the classroom, these skills translate into confident self-expression in social settings, effective
collaboration in future careers, and impactful engagement with the world around them [2;3].

The ability to communicate effectively through spoken language is an essential skill for
students at all levels, but especially for those in the B2 level. The Kazakhstani government requires
middle school students, particularly those in 9th grade, to achieve a B2 (Upper Intermediate) level
of English proficiency according to the State Compulsory Education Standard. This standard was
approved by the government on August 19", 2022, through decree Ne 581.The B1 to B2 leap is
significant because it signifies a shift from basic communication to a more nuanced understanding
of the language. At B1, you can handle everyday situations and conversations, but your vocabulary
and grammar may be limited. B2, however, demands a wider range of expression, the ability to
grasp complex ideas, and the confidence to discuss abstract topics [4].

Students who find communication challenging might exhibit signs like hesitation, using
filler words ("um,” "uh™) to pause, and repeating themselves. This difficulty finding the right words
to say can stem from various factors. These include a lack of interest in the topic, insufficient
listening practice, and a limited vocabulary, which can ultimately lead to anxiety, lack of
confidence when speaking [5].

This is where TEDx Talks emerge as a powerful and engaging tool to support the
development of oral communications skills. Starting out in 1984, TEDx Talks was a conference
focused on the intersection of technology, entertainment, and design. Today, it has grown into a
massive platform covering a huge range of topics — everything from science and business to global
challenges — all delivered in over 100 languages [6]. TEDx Talks, renowned for their captivating
presentations tackling diverse and thought-provoking topics, offer a treasure trove of learning
opportunities for B2 students. By the engaging content that sparks curiosity and ignites discussion
TEDXx Talks hold the key to unlocking several vital aspects of oral communication:

1. Exposure to authentic language: Students immerse themselves in real-world English,
encountering diverse accents, natural vocabulary use, and varied sentence structures.
2. Enhanced listening comprehension: The captivating presentations and compelling

visuals encourage active listening, improving students' ability to follow complex ideas and key
points.
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3. Boosted vocabulary development: Exposure to rich vocabulary within stimulating
contexts allows students to actively learn and retain new words and expressions.

4. Confidence building through role-playing and presentations: By mimicking TEDx
Talk styles and engaging in classroom activities inspired by them, students build confidence in
public speaking and self-expression.

5. Critical thinking and discussion skills: TEDx Talks spark meaningful discussions,
encouraging students to analyze, debate, and articulate their own perspectives on various topics
[7;8;9].

Methodology

This article delves into the specific benefits of TEDx Talks for B2 learners, outlining
practical classroom activities that leverage their unique format and content. By harnessing the
potential of TEDx Talks, we can empower B2 students to become articulate communicators, ready
to confidently navigate the world and embrace their voices.

In order to study the effectiveness of using TEDx Talks in developing oral communication
skills among schoolchildren, we conducted an experiment. 15 students from a 9th-grade with a B2
level of English as a second language (ESL) participated in this study. The experiment includes
doing a pre-test, implementing a bank of tasks to fill the gap, doing a post-test.

Before the intervention, students completed a pre-test to assess their current listening and
speaking skills. The pre-test consists of a listening test taken from Cambridgeenglish.org, which
includes six questions. They evaluate the comprehension of spoken English and speaking task,
consisting of three questions that assess fluency, pronunciation, and vocabulary use. Students listen
to the audio recording about two final year archaeology students, Geeta and Paul, in the first task
answered three questions on “True/False” and in the second task completed four multiple choice
questions, which are connected with the theme plan of teaching program:

Listen to the conversation and choose the correct statements:

Task 1

1.The mysterious character is called the Explorer.

a) True

b) False

2. The Professor claims that everyone is fine after the virtual experience.

a) True

b) False

3. Geeta and Paul are first-year students in archaeology.

a) True

b) False

Task 2

1. How does Virtually Anywhere recreate experiences?

a) It uses historical documents.

b) It relies on the Professor's imagination.

c) It combines available information to make an educated guess.

2. What does Geeta find interesting about The Avenue of the Dead?

a) The modern architecture.

b) The ancient market and street life.

c) The peaceful ambiance.

3. Why did the virtual market disappear suddenly?

a) Technical issues with Virtually Anywhere.

b) The Professor intentionally ended it.

c¢) Fernando disrupted the signal.

4. Fernando mentions a material used by the ancient people of Teotihuacan. What is it?

a) Marble

b) Obsidian

¢) Gold
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Speaking task included 3 questions about virtual transportation:

Task 3.

1. Imagine being able to instantly move machinery across vast distances. What industries or
situations would benefit most from virtual transportation?

2. What are the biggest challenges we'd need to overcome to make virtual transportation a
reality?

3. If we could virtually transport anything, what ethical considerations would arise? (e.g.,
potential for misuse, environmental impact)

The answers were checked according to the learning objectives, which meet the State
Compulsory Education Standard (primary, lower secondary and upper secondary education)
approved by Republic of Kazakhstan government.
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Figure 1 The results of pre-test

The intervention of Tedx Talks videos in the educational process lasted for three weeks.
Each week, students are given the following steps:

1.Watch TEDx Talks: Students watched a short TEDx Talks on a topic aligned with their
curriculum, chosen for its engaging content and clear delivery by a native speaker. For example,
students were given to watch a Tedx Talks video “Try something new for 30 days” by an American
software engineer - Matt Cultts.

2.Listening comprehension: Students completed tasks related to the TEDx Talks, such as
answering True/False questions, multiple-choice questions, summarizing key points, and identifying
vocabulary terms:

Task 1. Listen again and list the three main things the speaker learned from doing 30-day
challenges. For each point, identify at least one specific example they used to support it.

Vocabulary: rut, memorable, self-confidence, adventurous, achievable, sustainable,
forgotten, confidence, sleep-deprived, awful, guarantee, add, subtract.

Task 2. Listen to the statements below and write "True" or "False™

A)The speaker always enjoyed doing 30-day challenges.

B)They found it easier to remember events during a challenge.

C)Writing a novel in 30 days proved to be the best way to create great literature.

D)Small, lasting changes are more likely to become habits.

H) The speaker encourages everyone to start a 30-day challenge immediately.

3.Vocabulary practice

Task 3. Listen for words or phrases missing from the sentences below and fill them in based
on the context.

1. The speaker wanted to _something new_ like Morgan Spurlock.

2. They realized 30 days is enough to _a new habit_or _an old one_.

3. Taking pictures every day made the time _much more memorable_.

4. Doing these challenges helped the speaker become more _.

5. Writing 1,667 words a day for a month will get you a _50,000-word novel_
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4. Speaking practice: Students practiced imitating the speaker's vocal delivery and body
language, adding their individuality while delivering a short presentation on a related topic. They
were encouraged to use the new vocabulary learned.

Speaking

1. Share your thoughts on the speaker's experience with 30-day challenges. Have you
ever tried a similar approach to improve or change something in your life?

2. Discuss with a partner or group: What do you think about the idea of making small,
sustainable changes versus taking on big, crazy challenges? Share examples from your own life.

3. Imagine you have decided to take on a 30-day challenge. What would it be, and why
did you choose it? Discuss your reasons and expectations with a partner or in a group.

4. Reflect on the speaker's statement, "If you really want something badly enough, you
can do anything for 30 days." Share a personal experience where determination and a 30-day
commitment led to a positive change.

5. Discuss the impact of the speaker's statement, "When | made small, sustainable
changes, things were more likely to stick." Share examples from your life where small changes had
a lasting effect.

After the intervention, students completed a post-test similar to the pre-test, which was taken
from Britishcouncil.org to assess their progress in listening and speaking skills:

Check your understanding: multiple choice

Do this exercise while you listen. Circle the best option to complete these sentences.

1. Many famous and successful teenagers have used new technology / worked from an
early age / been inspired by YouTube videos.

2. Justin Bieber started off singing with R&B star Usher / sending videos to talent
scouts / posting videos on YouTube.

3. Some people say Justin Bieber is the most influential person in the world because he
has had so many number one songs / he has so many followers on Twitter / he is friends with
Barack Obama.

4. A negative consequence of fame for Justin Bieber is he has very little privacy /
people get bored of hearing about him / people criticize his appearance.
5. Tavi Gevinson started a fashion blog when she was 11 years old / when she was in

11th grade in high school / in 2011.
Check your understanding: gap fill
Do this exercise while you listen. Write the numbers to complete the gaps.

1. Justin Bieber started off posting videos on YouTube at the age of.... ....

2. Justin Bieber has over ... ... followers on Twitter.

3. Tavi Gevinson started Style Rookie when she was only...... years old.

4, Tavi’s blog soon built up a huge following of up to......reader per day.

5. One magazine upset Tavi by printing an article saying the writer didn’t believe Tavi
was only...... .

Discussion

Do you think Justin Bieber and Tavi Gevinson deserve their success, or are they just lucky?
| think ... deserves his/ her success because ...
I don't think ... deserves his/ her success because...
Result
The experiment showed an improvement in students' overall oral communication skills after
the 3-week intervention. Specifically:
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Figure 2 The results of post-test

This experiment investigated the effectiveness of using TEDx Talks to improve oral
communication skills in a group of 15 B2-level 9th-grade ESL students. Over a 3-week period,
students engaged with TEDx Talks twice a week, participating in various activities such as
discussions, summarizing key points, and preparing short presentations based on the talks. The pre-
test and post-test, using standardized listening and speaking tasks, demonstrated a statistically
significant improvement of 10% in speaking and 20% in listening skills. These results suggest that
using TEDx Talks within a structured intervention can be an effective tool for enhancing oral
communication skills in B2-level ESL students.

Conclusion

TEDx Talks provide a unique platform for students to develop their oral communication
skills. Through exposure to rich vocabulary, active listening exercises, and speaking practice,
students gain the tools they need to express themselves confidently and effectively. Effective oral
communication, a cornerstone of academic and professional success, relies on a foundation of both
active listening and clear speaking. B2 level English students, though on their way to fluency, often
face challenges in these areas due to limited practice, vocabulary gaps, and a lack of motivation.
TEDx Talks, with their engaging presentations on diverse topics by passionate speakers, emerge as
a powerful tool to address these hurdles. The experiment conducted confirms that incorporating
TEDx Talks into learning can significantly enhance B2 students' oral communication skills. By
fostering active listening through captivating content and providing models of clear, concise
speaking, TEDx Talks can empower students to become more confident and articulate
communicators.
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VJIK 81-139
®JIELI PAHTACTUKA YHUBEPCUTET CTYAEHTTEPIHIH CO3IK KOPLIH
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Kipicne

Ce3nmik — Oy amaMJapAslH OMIPIHJEr1 cayaTThl CoOWIIeydIH axbipamac OeJiri.
CryneHTTep/IiH CO3/1IK KOPbI aFbUILIBIH TUI1 cabaKTapblH/Ia aKIapaTThl TAOBICTHI KaObLIIayFa bIKIIAJ
eteni. Co3iK KOphI 0ail CTYIEHT 63 OMbIH CayaTThl )KOHE aHBIK KeTKi3e anaabl. COHIIBIKTaH KOFaphl
OKY OpHBIHBIH aFbUILIBIH TUIl KYPCBIHBIH 0acTbl MIHJETI CTYIEHTTEpAIH CO3/1K KOPBIH YHEMI
OaitpiTy OoJbIm TabbLIaAbI. Ka3ipri omemMe arbuIIIBIH TUTl TEK KapbIM-KaThIHAC KYpasibl FaHA eMEC,
COHBIMEH Karap OKY MEH XYMBbIC YIIIH KaXeTTi KypajFa alHanel. AgaMaap KYHIENIIKTI eMmipae
arpUIIIBIH TUTIH KOJAAHY KaKeTTuTiriHe >kui Tam Oomnaapl. COHBIMEH Karap, aFbUIIIBIH TUTI
CTYICHTTIH MYMKIHIIKTEPIH KEHEWTE/ll, KbI3bIFYIIbUIBIKTAPBIH allajbl, TyHUETAHBIMBI MEH JKEKe
TOXKIpUOECIH KaJbINTacThIpaabl. byl )KaHPIBIH FaaMTOp/a Ke3JecTipyre 0oJaThbiH KemnTereH 0acka
ataynapel 0ap, MbICalbl, MHUKpO-(haHacTHKa, HaHO-(paHTACTHKA KOHE T.0. AKMapaTThIH
xenenairimex (Qremr-gaHTacTUKa Kaszipri Ke3je KOINTereH agamjap apachblHia TaHbIMan 0Ooja
Oactampl. COHIBIKTAH CTYASHTTEPIIH CO3IK KOPHIH OaWbITy IIET TUTIH OKBITYJa ©T€ MaHBI3/IbI
acriekT Oousblll TaObLIaAbl. byl MakamaHblH MakcaTbl KOFapbl OKY OPHBIHBIH TUIIIK €eMec
MaMaHJIBIKTap CTYACHTTEPIHIH CO3MIK KOPBIH OaWbITy YIIIH aFbUINIBIH TUTl cabakrapbiHaa (et
(haHacTMKa >KAHPBIHIAFBI MOTIHAEPl TMaimaiaHy Typadbl JKCHEPUMEHT JepeKTepiMeH Oeiricy
00J1BIII TaOBLUIAEL.

Onem ¢daHacTUKa — YHHUBEPCUTET CTYIEHTTEpiHE JIEKCUKAaHbl OKBITY CajachlHIAaFbl >KaHa
OarpIT. 3amaHayd UHUQPIBIK, TUIAHIICTTIK >KOHE MOOWIBJ1I AKpaHJapJblH TalalnTapblHA COHKec
KeJIeTIH, COH/al-aK MOTIHAEP/AIH *KoHe 0acKa Ja TapThIMbl HYCKalapAblH KEH ayKbIMbl apachIH/a
OKBIPMaHHBIH OKYbl MEH YaKbITKAa COMKEC KEJICTIH MIaFbIH MOTIHAI OasHmay (opmackl OOJIbIT
tabbutanel [1]. Ockl )kaHPABIH KOJIeMi HAaKThl aHBIKTaMachl 6omaca aa, 5 ce3aeHn 1500 cesre aeiiin
xa3putagel. Cesmepnin canbl 1500-geH a3 Oonca Aa, OKYMIBUIAPABIH CO3[IK KOPBIH COHIIANIBIKTHI
co30eH OaifpiTyra Oosamel. Kpicka oHriMe MeH duiem (aHTacTHMKa apachlHIAFbl HET13T1
ailplpMamibIblK — (rem ¢aHacTHKa KbICKA OHrIMeNepre KaparaHaa alTapibIKTail Keicka [2].
AynuTopus iIiHAe MOTIH/II OKBIN, TYCIHYTe a3 yaKbIT KyMmcaiiiel. by kapanaiibiM mpoiiecc 60bIn
kepince ae, 1500 cesnix imriHAE CTYIEHTTEp O3CpiHIH OWjay MPOIECIH JaMmblTa anajabl, cabak
KOCIapblHa coiikec Oenriai Oip TakbIpbll OOWBIHIIA ©3 MIKipJepi MEH oilapbiMeH Oeicy YIIiH
OeJICeH/TI CO3/IIK KOPhIH KEHEWTE anabl.

Heri3ri 6e.1im

byrinri kynne crynentrep cabak OapbIChIHAA KaHA CO3MIKTI YHpEHYre YakbIThl KETMeyi
MyMKiH. COHIIBIKTAH CO3MIK JaFbliapbl KOHTEKCTTEH IIEKTI JaF[bpliapra aiHanraH. by 3eprrey
OCBI MACEJIeHI KapacThIpaJibl koHe (e aHacTUKa XKaHPAAFbl MOTIHAEP/I CTYASHTTEPIIH CO3MIIK
KOpPbIH OalfbITy YIIIH KOJJaHyFa OOJIaTBIHBIH aHbIKTAyFa ThIPbICAIbl. Byl 3epTTeyliH ©3eKTLIiri —
¢nemr QaHTacTHKAa MOTIHAEP1 CTYIEHTTEPAIH CO3MIK JaF[blIapblH KETUIIIPY Kypajbl peTiHjeri
pei.

Maiikn [peiiB3 THIMAI OKBITYIBl KOHE CTYACHTTEpIiH OUTIMIH JaMBITYIbl KOJMAAWTHIH
TaOBICTBI CO3IK OarnapiaaMaiapblHbIH HETi3iH YChIHaAbl. OHBIH OKy OarIapiaMachlHbIH HETri3i
CEHIM/II CO3/IIK KOPBIH JaMBITyFa apHaJiFaH TOpPT OeJIIMHEH TYpaTblH TOCUII KaMTHAbL: 1) Oail xoHe
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